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“I wanted to be able to sit and look out  
from the garden and see nothing unnatural. 
I wanted the pond to be part of a view that 
flowed seamlessly from the garden to the 
countryside beyond.”



“When you have swum in natural water 
I think you develop a love of it. Then you 
want to replicate it in your garden. It’s like 
wild swimming – but your very own wild 
swimming experience where no-one else is 
going to disturb you.”

“Being in the water is very different from 
being in a conventional pool. It’s much softer 
and is a much more uplifting swimming 
experience. One of the loveliest things is 
in the late afternoon, swimming with your 
head the same level as the water, watching 
the birds diving down taking a drink and 
watching the insects on the water surface.”

“The nicest thing for me is just how it  
smells when you’re swimming there, it  
smells fantastic. You don’t get that fog of 
chemical smells that you get when you’re  
in a swimming pool.”

Rowena Moore East Sussex
Sean Moore East Sussex
Jeff Roberts Hertfordshire

The natural place to swim...

ENJOY
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The sense of “going to another place” is the essence 
of the wild swimming experience. It is immersion in 
nature, and more than that, it literally seems to wash 
away your worldly thoughts and concerns, shifting 
you into another dimension entirely.
Tim Evans Gartenart



IMMERSE YOURSELF
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“Fresh water is a different experience,  
totally different. I had no idea when we did  
it; I thought ‘we’re just going to look at this 
and say isn’t it beautiful?’. I was surprised  
by how it lured me in.”

“It’s had a lot of use – we’ve used it more than 
we used the swimming pool. Even when it’s 
not been fantastically sunny we’ve been in it 
and it’s been very enjoyable.”

“The most appealing thing about the pond, 
for me, is the fresh water. Sea water is too 
salty and... none of us wants to be swimming 
in chlorine any more. Also we don’t have 
to change the water as you do with a 
conventional pool.”

“The whole family loves it. We all swim in it, 
but the girls are also fascinated by the wildlife 
that congregates around the planted area. 
As for me, I’m drawn to the space in a way I 
would never be with a conventional pool.  
I just want to sit out here with a cup of tea, 
absorb the peace and contemplate the world.”

“I have a busy life, running my own business 
and I couldn’t go off all the time with the kids 
to swimming places. But here at any time of 
the day, you just need quarter of an hour and 
you can be in and out.”

“We wanted a natural looking pond to join 
our garden and a meadow, and in which 
we could swim good lengths... now we love 
swimming with the dragonflies and the 
swooping house martins.” 

“We’ve got a lot of friends who go in it an 
awful lot, they come and bring their swim 
suits. They’re friends who love nature and 
who love the countryside and swallows 
darting down when you’re swimming.  
They love it because they’re nature lovers 
really, whereas the others, they want  
a horrible chlorine thing.”

Sarah Doukas Hampshire
Jeff Roberts Hertfordshire
Suzie Warwick Peloponnese, Greece
Sean Moore East Sussex
Surbala Morgan Cambridge 
Rollo and Virginia Barnes Hertfordshire
Rupert and Jo Weston Bedfordshire

“The handrail works perfectly 
with the steps down into the 
pond. It’s the detail, the small 
things – just beautiful.” 
Wendy Bathurst Hertfordshire

Natural pond designs 
work particularly well in 
countryside settings...

“It’s a real talking point, 
everyone loves it.”
Marc Hayton  
MD, Foxhills Hotel and Spa

...where the pond becomes 
a seamless part of the natural 
environment.

In many gardens a formal 
design may be more 
appropriate, with the option 
of a small filtration area and 
even no plants if preferred.



Life with a natural swimming pond... so much more than a pool

CELEBRATE
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“It’s now such an integral part of the  
garden and it always will be. We use it in  
a completely different way than we would a 
chlorinated pool.” 

“I go down to the pond every day; it’s just so 
beautiful to listen to the buzz, the bird song 
and the trickling of the water. Swimming in it 
is a magical experience. The water is beautiful 
and feels – how to describe it? – silky. It is so 
much more than a pool area could be; a place 
for wildlife and beautiful insects; a place to 
work and just think.”  

“Yes you can swim in it, but it’s far more than 
that. It’s my favourite part of the garden. 
It’s a gathering place, it’s like the Aga in the 
kitchen. It brings people together. In the 
garden this is the heart, the hub.”

“I like the fact that you don’t have to swim 
in it to make use of it, so we get enormous 
pleasure from it just sitting by it, and Daisy 
gets enjoyment from it just by paddling in it.”

“We had a party here for our 10th wedding 
anniversary, and there were kids all over it, 
people jumping in and bouncing all over it. 
The kids just didn’t get out.”

“I love the wildlife too, we’ve had loads  
of dragonflies for example, and it’s a whole 
world down here. I think this would appeal  
to anyone who loves nature.”

“The lake is a living thing that is evolving 
as the plants grow, and as more wildlife is 
attracted to it. By the lake, you are very much 
one with nature because birds, swallows and 
dragonflies come. You look up at the trees 
then sit on the edge, watching water-boatmen 
and tadpoles turning into frogs...  
You’re watching all this and it stops you  
in your tracks – your normal-life-tracks.  
I would definitely recommend it.”

Mary Norris Hampshire
Wendy Bathurst Hertfordshire
Patricia Birch Essex
Rosy Rathbone Buckinghamshire 
Rowena Moore East Sussex
Sarah Lynch Kent
Sarah Doukas Hampshire



“Walking over the stepping stones is hugely 
satisfying. In the summer the children will 
walk back and forwards over these stepping 
stones for hours, and they see little things 
creeping about. It’s beautiful. The kids spend 
hours here, just hours and hours.” 

“We’ve got a heron that stands on the jetty 
every now and then, a kingfisher, baby newts, 
toads and frogs. The children love the newts 
and the tadpoles which are great fun. It is a 
natural ecosystem and I completely subscribe 
to that.”

“I like it – it teaches the children many things, 
like fishing for tadpoles, looking around the 
rocks, seeing the plants growing, seeing the 
swallows diving, seeing the damselflies... the 
children just love it, it doesn’t matter what the 
weather. They just run straight in, no matter 
what the temperature is. The children are just 
drawn to it, they don’t feel the cold. I’m sure 
it’s good for them.”

...an enchanting world for children

“The boys love the wildlife, and the 
experience of swimming in pure, natural 
water is so superior to a chlorinated pool or 
even the sea.”

Rowena Moore East Sussex
Mary Norris Hampshire
Jo Weston Bedfordshire
Toby Burton Oxfordshire

EXPLORE
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In the autumn we cut back the plants 
to about 4-6 inches high. This ensures 
organic matter doesn’t fall back into the 
pond and decompose, so the nutrient 
level in the water stays low throughout 
the winter, ready for the spring.

“I love it at all times of the day and night and 
in all seasons, not just when it’s boiling hot sun 
and you go in and out all day... when it’s ice 
cold and frosty it just looks mystical.”

“You’re much more likely to be outside. Even 
in the winter we’ll go up there. I’ve bought 
a little fire and you can go up there and still 
enjoy it with the little fire going.”

“In winter if I’d not been pregnant we could 
have skated. It’s not just a summer thing.”

“Everyone who has seen our natural pool  
has been enchanted with its beauty at all  
times of year.”

“We also wondered whether the temperature 
would put us and particularly the children 
off. In fact the children were in the water 
pretty much every day all the way through 
the summer, and quite a long way into the 
autumn with wetsuits. In that sense, having  
it here and usable throughout a large chunk  
of the year is just fantastic.”

“I think the main thing though is that it looks 
lovely all year round. Everyone I know who 
has a chlorinated pool puts a cover on it in 
September and that stays there until Easter. 
So realistically they are looking at their  
lovely glistening swimming pool for 4-5 
months a year. The rest of the time they  
are looking at a cover...
Even in the winter you look at it and  
your eye is completely drawn to it.”

Surbala Morgan Cambridge 
Patricia Birch Essex
Rosy Rathbone Buckinghamshire 
Michael Price Midlands
Oliver and Charlotte Morgan Suffolk
Mary Norris Hampshire

A large proportion of a swimming pond’s space 
can be devoted to aquatic plants, making it 
as much a garden feature as a pool. It can 
be admired year round without the need to 
be covered at the end of summer. Constantly 
alive and evolving, our ponds change with the 
seasons, maturing over the years and allowing 
the plants to grow into their habitat.
Tim Evans Gartenart

...enjoyable all year round

MUSE
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“It gets the sun all day so the temperature is 
fantastic. You can swim quite early on in the 
year and you can still swim in September. 
It gets up to 26 degrees in the summer. The 
shallow parts keep it warmer.” 

“I wouldn’t say we’ll swim throughout the 
year but I was going in until late October!”

“Those that do go in love it. They might say 
‘oh it’s a bit cold’ but they can’t wait to go in. 
And you don’t feel cold once you’re in. I try 
and swim every day in the summer, and I try 
to swim 20 lengths.”

“The water temperature is much better than 
we expected. We have seen averages of 23 and 
24 degrees for long periods.”

“One friend came the other day and put her 
toe in and said ‘oh no I’m not getting in that’. 
But once she was in she stayed in for about 
half an hour. People think that temperature is 
an issue but it’s not.”

“Last year we swam most days from May 15th 
to the end of September. We have no added 
heating, as it has proved to be unnecessary.”

Patricia Birch Essex
John Talbot Cambridge
Jo Weston Bedfordshire
Toby Burton Oxfordshire 
Sarah and Brian Lynch Kent
Michael Price Midlands

Water in the shallow areas heats up quickly in 
the sun and can raise the natural temperature of 
the whole pond to 24 or 25 degrees C in  
the summer. 

Perhaps more importantly, natural water feels 
much more comfortable on the skin and is not as 
“harsh” as chemical water. So what might feel 
cold in chlorinated water, 22 degrees C for  
example, actually feels comfortable in  
natural water.

We recommend that people try their pool 
first, for one season, without heating. We can 
always install the necessary pipe work during the 
construction stage and if required, connect it to 
a heating system at a later date. The water can 
be heated to 27 degrees C or higher in some 
special cases.
Tim Evans Gartenart

...the right temperature, naturally

INDULGE
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“It’s lovely. It’s to do with being outside,  
there is something elemental about it, the 
fact that there are bats flying about at night, 
the fact that the water quality is so good that 
we have baby newts, damselflies, dragonfly 
larvae, it’s fascinating.”

“In terms of what it looks like, again I would 
say it’s exceeded our expectations because it’s 
just beautiful. It really is.”

“I was very inspired by Monet. I saw the 
pond he would often paint and that’s what 
inspired me to get this... I wanted something 
that would fit in with my wild garden and 
it has done that beautifully... I wanted my 
pond to be as natural as possible. It has been 
everything I hoped for... it looks as if it has 
always been there.”

“We have a very attractive outlook and  
a conventional pool would not have sat  
there naturally.”

“It makes you use your garden in a different 
way. It makes us much more likely to choose 
to spend the day at home rather than going 
out somewhere.”

“There’s something about the fresh smell 
of the clean water that draws you to it and 
resonates with all your senses. That’s when it 
seems to connect completely to your soul.”

“I watch the moon and stars reflected in the 
water and see bats flying over the surface.”

“The water draws you out there. The water 
is very different in the converted pond 
compared to the other one. This one is 
obviously nicer because of the plants and the 
water is clear and a lovely colour.”

“It’s so lovely being in the water, looking out 
to sea surrounded by big, white water lilies. 
It’s actually better than I thought it would  
ever be.”

“I love the natural beauty of it, the way it 
grows and becomes part of the garden.”

Mary and Matt Norris Hampshire
Oliver Morgan Suffolk
Surina Narula Hertfordshire
Toby Burton Oxfordshire
Rosy Rathbone Buckinghamshire
Surbala Morgan Cambridge
Rowena Moore East Sussex
Jo Weston Bedfordshire
Suzie Warwick Peloponnese, Greece
Sacha Cole Hertfordshire

...a thing of beauty

ADMIRE
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“There is another side to it, the best part of 
all, which is the silent, peaceful side, when 
you are on your own and you connect to the 
water and to nature... I’m someone who has 
meditated for the past 25 years anyway, and 
the pond connects to that part of myself that 
wants to tune into a different state of mind, 
beyond the busy-ness of life and the doing –  
to simply, being.”

“It gives you a different perspective. It just 
makes you stop. Even if I don’t do anything, 
I’ve sat there and had an instant result just 
from the pleasure of sitting there or watching 
the reflections in the water. You can’t help but 
be affected by it... I think it’s very healthy.  
It’s a holiday in the back garden.”

“I also like to get a coffee and sit down here, 
it’s incredibly peaceful. It helps you to think 
about things.”

“Well I think it’s about the sort of person you 
are. If you are a more relaxed sort of person 
then I think it’s more enjoyable to have a pond 
like this. I never found my father-in-law’s 
pools very relaxing.”

“I find it a complete de-stresser, coming down 
from London. If I got into the swimming pool 
it wouldn’t de-stress me at all... 
There’s something so liberating about it.”

Surbala Morgan Cambridge
Patricia Birch Essex
Sarah Lynch Kent 
Jo Weston Bedfordshire
Sarah Doukas Hampshire

...the naturally relaxing environment

DRIFT AWAY
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“I am not a millionaire by any means, and 
the question was, do I invest in the here and 
now and have the rest of my life enjoying the 
quality of life this brings, or do I wait? 
Really, this pond is completely symbolic  
of wanting to live for the moment.” 

“The pond conjures up visions of childhood 
adventures, like Huckleberry Finn, jumping in 
rivers and things like that. I think children naturally 
want to do that but it can be unsafe. Whereas with 
this, they’ve got the best of both worlds. They’ve  
got a safe environment where they also can act  
out those sorts of childhood adventures.”

“Having a pond was a major investment so it 
was important to get it right, to have crystal 
clear water, and to have people that listened to 
us. Ohad and Chris were great, and even now 
Tim phones up to ask how the pond is doing... 
Last half term we were thinking of going down 
to the sea and all the children said, ‘no, we just 
want to stay here and play in the pond’.  
To have them say that was money well spent.”

“Look, you have to be honest and call it 
a luxury purchase, but new benefits are 
appearing all the time, and I would say it 
is infinitely better value than an ordinary 
swimming pool.”

Surbala Morgan Cambridge
Nigel Keene Hampshire
Mary and Matt Norris Hampshire
Rosy Rathbone BuckinghamshireCHERISH
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...living for the moment



“The water is beautifully clear and people 
are genuinely fascinated by how something so 
visually pleasing can work so well.”

“The nature of the water being soft and clean 
makes a difference – you don’t have to wash 
off the chlorine, the girls just put their clothes 
on, don’t have to worry about having to wash 
their hair, and a bit later just get back in.”

“It feels silky. Also after the children have 
been in you don’t have to worry about them 
having a bath afterwards.” 

“We wanted something that worked and 
clearly it works – the water’s beautiful. 
How often do you normally swim in fresh 
water? Very rarely – it’s either the sea or the 
swimming pool. Swimming in fresh water is 
wonderful. It’s like swimming through silk.”

Simon and Lesley Wood Kent
Sean Moore East Sussex
Rosy Rathbone Buckinghamshire
Oliver and Charlotte Morgan Suffolk

Clear, clean water is the naturally occurring state 
in ponds and lakes if the body of water is large 
and deep enough, and there is low nutrient input. 
Swimming ponds are purposely built to emulate 
this state and are a prime example of how we 
can harness nature’s intelligence effectively. 

A conventional swimming pool uses chemicals 
to kill micro-organisms in the water such as 
phytoplankton (microscopic, single-celled algae, 
which in abundance make the water go green) 
and bacteria. However this isn’t necessary in a 
natural pool where the cleaning work is carried 
out by micro-organisms which exist together  
in equilibrium. 

This is the basic principle of a swimming pond 
– to use the natural purifying properties of plants 
and micro-organisms in a low-nutrient environment 
to sustain clean, clear and healthy water.
Tim Evans Gartenart

Naturally clean...

REFLECT
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“I’m not a meticulous person, I say to the 
grandchildren let’s go fishing and we take the 
leaves out. I think it’s good for children.  
My father-in-law had swimming pools – and 
the work involved was incredible. It’s not easy 
cleaning chlorine pools – people think it is but 
it’s not. The pond needs cleaning too but it’s 
less and it’s pleasurable.” 

“I liked the fact that this water didn’t have 
chemicals, which aren’t good for you, and 
there isn’t so much maintenance. At least the 
maintenance is gardening. I think it’s good to 
be a gardener, it’s a nurturing thing, and the 
pond has wonderful wildlife diversity.”

“As for chemicals, well, none of us wants to 
be swimming in chlorine any more. Also we 
don’t have to change the water as you do with 
a conventional pool.”

“It’s not maintenance free. I would never swap 
it though. It’s like having a great big flower 
bed in your garden. You have to tidy it and 
weed it, you have to take the leaves out from it 
and trim it. I like the time spent on it though – 
I have a very personal relationship with it.”

Jo Weston Bedfordshire
Rowena Moore East Sussex
Suzie Warwick Peloponnese, Greece
Mary Norris Hampshire

A natural swimming pond needs much less 
maintenance than a conventional pool, as there 
are no chemicals to manage and the water  
does not need to be drained for cleaning  
and repairs. 

Nature itself carries out most of the cleaning 
service, but the pond is still a living and growing 
part of the garden and it needs looking after in 
a similar way. The key to managing time spent 
on maintenance is ensuring the pond receives a 
small amount of regular attention. This amounts 
to emptying the skimmer and ensuring that any 
leaves which may have blown in do not build up 
in large quantities.

Removing leaves (and discouraging ducks from 
visiting the pond) helps to keep the water’s 
nutrient levels low and enables the natural 
filtration to work perfectly. On this basis (i.e. 
no extreme nutrients enter the pond) we can 
guarantee the water to be completely clear all 
the time.

Many people like to spend time looking after 
their pond themselves. However we also have 
a dedicated maintenance team and offer a 
maintenance service which can be as often or 
infrequent as you need. 

We generally recommend that our maintenance 
team visits at least once a year to check on the 
pond’s development and its equipment. I’ll also 
give you a call to check that all is well.
Tim Evans Gartenart

...and easy to maintain

RELAX
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“The house came with a rather derelict 1970s 
swimming pool, which didn’t really fit the 
surroundings... I was unprepared for how 
different it feels to swim in fresh water – it’s 
much softer and cleaner than chemically-
treated water. It’s fantastic.”

“Gartenart were enthusiastic about working 
with what we’d got. They were prepared 
to work with us and for us to use our own 
men, and José, their foreman, would come 
and oversee it all. I already had a plan in my 
head and they listened and came up with 
the designs – and it was as if they could see 
exactly what I wanted.”

“At the design stage I wanted something 
formal and structural, while Rowena 
preferred a more natural design that would 
blend with plants and the landscape. 
Gartenart helped us create something that 
incorporated both our points of view.”

“The quality of the design was very good – 
Gartenart provided a lot of detailed drawings 
early on which gave us a lot of confidence. 
This was clearly a system that worked well.”

Richard Locke Kent
Patricia Birch Essex
Sean Moore East Sussex
Toby Burton Oxfordshire

We want you to be delighted with your 
swimming pond from the moment you imagine 
having one – and our popular design and full 
construction service ensures your experience 
throughout the process is simple, enjoyable and 
without inconvenience. We manage the entire 
process for you, from initial design consultation 
through design and construction to planting and 
handover. We’ve gone to great lengths to ensure 
that everyone on our team is as considerate and 
friendly as they are skilled, knowledgeable  
and efficient.

Alternatively you may wish to use local 
contractors for some of the construction work. 
This is possible with our design and part-build 
construction service. We will always provide 
the design, and supply and install the filtration 
technology. You’ll generally be responsible for 
the excavation. Other elements such as liner, 
drainage, planting, timber and stone work can 
be decided between us.

Whichever option you choose your project will 
always run according to our four-stage process:

1. Design Consultation

2. Design (and Technical Specifications)

3. Construction

4. Maintenance (optional service from Gartenart)

This ensures that your swimming pond comes to 
life without any surprises along the way.

Design Consultation

The Design Consultation is for gathering 
information. You need to find out about us, to 
hear how we can help you make your swimming 
pond dream a reality. And we also need to 
find out about you; how you would like to use 
your pond; where it will be; the climate; ground 
conditions and access.

We prefer to do this face to face and on 
location, where we will take you through a 
laptop presentation explaining how we work 
and showing examples of our previous work. 
You can show us the site and this way we get to 
understand the potential character of your pond.

However for projects outside the UK, or a 
long way from London – or if you are not yet 
sufficiently convinced you want to call us out – 
we can often cover a lot of ground remotely. 
Talking over the phone with photos and plans 
emailed through is generally fine. Or, if you ever 
pass through London you are more than welcome 
to meet us in our design office in Islington.

After the visit or call we will send you a Design 
Consultation Report with a proposed design 
and a detailed estimate of the costs and options 
involved with your project. This report provides 
the basis for proceeding with the Design stage.
Tim Evans Gartenart

Designing...

PONDER
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“Frank [from the design team] came out from 
Gartenart for a site visit, and I also met Tim 
at Grand Designs Live, and we decided to 
go from there... The construction went very 
well – José is fantastic and the team were a 
pleasure to work with and have around.”

“The construction went very well – José [the 
foreman] is fantastic, he really knows what 
he’s doing. I’ve got nothing but praise for the 
fact they worked through that very snowy, 
hard winter and delivered the pond on time.”

“Ohad and Chris were just brilliant... they 
worked in shocking conditions in the winter 
with pretty much persistent rain, and they 
were amazing.”

“Ohad and Ashley were absolutely brilliant, 
we can’t praise them enough. Beforehand I 
was a bit concerned that we would have to 
semi project manage and it would be a real 
disruption and there would be mud all over 
the driveway. But it wasn’t anything like that, 
we didn’t really need to be involved, and they 
went out of their way to ensure there was  
no inconvenience.”

“Ohad and Chris were respectful, friendly 
and professional at all times, and it was 
completely different to having workmen 
around, it was like having people who are 
almost friends. We actually missed them once 
they were gone, which says a lot.”

For “part-build” projects, i.e. if you or local 
contractors are carrying out some of the 
construction work, we have a detailed work plan 
which we suggest the local team follows closely. 
We also want to be kept informed with regular 
photos of the site to ensure that everything is 
progressing as planned, and we can regularly 
visit the site as required.

Maintenance

On completion of Construction we will give 
you the tools necessary for the basic routine 
maintenance that will keep your pond clean, 
healthy and perfect for swimming. 

In addition to your brush, net and pole; we will 
give you a maintenance manual tailor-made for 
your pond. Together we will walk through the 
straightforward tasks necessary to keep your 
swimming pond in beautiful condition.

Finally, if you would prefer, we can arrange 
for the Gartenart team to carry out the basic 
maintenance on your behalf as often or 
infrequently as you need.

We also recommend that the team visits at least 
once a year to ensure that it remains in perfect 
condition year after year and that you are still 
delighted with your swimming pond.
Tim Evans Gartenart

Design (and Technical Specifications)

Information from your Design Consultation 
enables us to develop a detailed Design 
concept; this digital drawing illustrates to scale 
the pond features and overall structure, and gives 
you a clear impression of how your pond will 
look in the context of your property. 

When you are completely happy we will 
complete the detailed specifications, providing 
all the relevant design drawings and written 
confirmation of costs. The detailed plans are then 
used by the construction team, ensuring that your 
pond takes shape exactly as intended.

It’s worth mentioning that the confirmed costs  
very rarely change from those estimated in the  
Design Consultation Report, especially for  
natural pond designs.

Construction

The construction of your pond will take between 
6 and 10 weeks depending on its size and 
complexity of its design.

Your Construction team always includes at least 
2-4 core Gartenart employees who will have 
built dozens of similar swimming ponds. They 
will work on every aspect of the construction to 
ensure the end result is achieved as planned. 
For “full construction” projects we do not use 
sub-contractors or local labour except under 
very close supervision from the core Gartenart 
construction team. 

...and building the perfect swimming environment

CONTEMPLATE
26

If we are digging into clay we can 
profile the internal shape of the pond 
and use a pond bag wall to separate 
the swimming area and filtration area. 
This is more cost-effective and more 
natural-looking than using hard structures 
such as blockwork or concrete.

Sarah Lynch Kent
Oliver Morgan Suffolk
Sarah Doukas Hampshire
Nigel Keene Hampshire
Surbala Morgan Cambridge



Inspiration: “It’s like swimming through silk”

TREASURE
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With very sandy ground conditions we would 
have been unable to profile the swimming area 
sides as we do with clay or chalk, so we built 
blockwork walls inside the swimming pond, with 
stone coping on top.

“The pond has exceeded our expectations. 
We wanted something that worked and clearly 
it works – the water’s beautiful. Swimming in 
fresh water is wonderful. It’s like swimming 
through silk.

“The children just adore it. Their friends 
want to come back all of the time. All of the 
children have had a party here, and we’ve 
had a party here. We didn’t use this end of the 
garden at all, and now we’re down here most 
of the summer.” 

Oliver and Charlotte Morgan’s family  
live in Suffolk in an Area of Outstanding  
Natural Beauty. 

“I think we first read about swimming ponds 
in a magazine,” says Oliver. “We didn’t 
know anyone who had one. But we did know 
we wanted something natural, we wanted 
something that worked, and we wanted 
something we’d want to use.”

A design requirement from Charlotte was that 
the pond should meander like a river, wrapping 
round an existing tree, and Oliver wanted an 
18m length for swimming laps. We also used 
some of the excavated spoil to create small 
mounds surrounding the pond to provide shelter 
and informal seating space.

We designed four access features to allow 
children to jump in and exit at many different 
points – stone steps in the shallow area, a diving 
platform 1m high, and stepping stones and a 
ladder in two places.

Soil type: sand 
Total area: 200m2

Swimming area: 18m x 5-8m x 2.4m deep
Access: Shallow end – stone steps, stepping 
stones and ladder. Deep end – 1m raised diving 
platform, stepping stones and ladder.
Duration of build: 8 weeks
Investment: £85,000 + VAT

If we are digging into sand we are unable 
to profile the walls as we do with clay or 
chalk. We build internal blockwork walls, 
with stone coping on top which sits about 
30cm below the water surface.



Converting an existing pond takes approximately 
the same effort as building a swimming pond 
from scratch, as the time needed to obtain a 
clean, excavated profile is about the same in 
each case. On this project we had to remove 
a lot of silt and sludge before re-profiling the 
sides, and also had to add some underliner 
drainage as water was coming into the ground 
from below. Once a clean profile is obtained 
the rest of the construction is the same as for any 
swimming pond.

“I love it. The water draws you out there. 
The water is completely different in the 
converted pond compared to the other side. 
The swimming pond side is obviously nicer 
because of the plants and the water is clear 
and a lovely colour. 

“I was always convinced I’d want one but 
Rupert wasn’t sure. He wasn’t sure about 
doing something so new, so I had to drip  
feed him. He loves it now though, he’s quite 
proud of it.”

Jo and Rupert Weston are farmers living 
near Milton Keynes with their daughters and 
grandchildren.

“My daughter had been wanting a swimming 
pool, and I said there’s no way I’m spoiling  
my garden with one of those. So we found  
out about swimming ponds and Gartenart  
on the internet.” 

Jo was originally thinking of building a separate 
swimming pond. However when we visited them 
on site we raised the idea of converting the pond 
that was already there. 

The original pond was about 1500m2 with two 
parts joined by a narrow section (see aerial 
image). We proposed building a wall across 
the narrow section to create two separate water 
bodies, keeping the larger side as it was and 
converting the smaller side into a swimming 
pond. Our design of the swimming pond in this 
case did not alter the existing shape of the pond, 
and had no jumping or other access features, just 
a very long shallow beach entry.

Inspiration: “The water draws you out there”

DELIGHT
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Soil type: clay under existing pond
Total area: 500m2 
Swimming area: 35m x 15m x 3m deep
Access: Shallow beach entry
Duration of build: 9 weeks
Investment: £115,000 + VAT

It costs about the same to convert an 
existing pond as it does to build one 
from scratch, as the work required to get 
a clean, excavated profile is about the 
same in each case.



Inspiration: “It’s lovely, really crystal clear water”

UNWIND
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When construction started, he was impressed 
with the Gartenart team:

“They were super-efficient; they got it done on 
time and on budget, no problem. They were 
nice blokes as well. I’ve had a lot of stuff done, 
and this has been the best client relationship 
I’ve had. They’ve stuck to the contract, no 
funny business: it’s good.”

He is delighted with the result:

“I think it’s great. I like cleaning it,  
pottering round, gardening it, because  
you’re in the water and it feels natural.  
I paddle around, picking out the odd leaf – 
though, frankly, it’s a joy just to put your  
feet in, especially if it’s hot.

“The clarity has got better and better over 
the time. It’s lovely, really crystal clear water. 
You could read a book on the bottom if you 
chucked it down. It’s good that way – and I 
like the wildlife, too.”

Surgeon Chris Graham came to Gartenart after 
ruling out the alternatives. 

“I looked at swimming pools but they are a 
bit of an eyesore, in winter especially. I then 
discovered the swimming pond idea on an 
eco-website and browsed the web – and I also 
saw Gartenart in an article in the paper.”

Chris decided to go ahead with us having 
carefully compared costs and specifications from 
other suppliers. He also followed up references to 
two other ponds Gartenart had built: 

“With theirs, the clarity was the real thing for 
me. When I went to see them, wow, you could 
see the bottom really well.”

The design we created needed to be connected 
to the house and Chris wanted the pond to point 
to a church spire in the distance. We also had 
to deal with a significant slope from the house 
to two fruit trees, and to ensure that the slope 
away from the pond still connected to the rest 
of the garden. We also designed a very deep 
swimming area (3.5m) because of the high diving 
board from the house terrace.

Soil type: chalk
Total area: 115m2 
Swimming area: 14m x 4m (average) x 3.5m deep
Access: Shallow end – informal stepping stones and stone 
steps. Deep end – decking and ladder and high diving board.
Duration of build: 7 weeks
Investment: £59,000 + VAT

Digging into chalk or clay enables us 
to profile the swimming area walls at a 
steep angle whilst still remaining stable, 
so we don’t need any hard structures 
inside the pond.



“Ohad and Ashley worked so hard in 
horrendous weather, they were absolutely 
brilliant. Actually for that time they were part 
of the family, it was like having two guests for 
a couple of months. It was very easy to have 
conversations with them about anything on 
the project we wanted to discuss.”

This swimming pond has timber steps to access 
the shallow area, and a ladder off an existing 
decking platform to access the deep area. We 
also have some underliner drainage to take 
away water which collects from other parts  
of the garden.

“The water is amazing, it’s like swimming in 
silk,” says Nigel. “It’s a great feeling and it’s 
really unusual, it really is noticeable.

“One of the things we have really enjoyed 
was on a hot day just floating on the water on 
inflatables. That was a lovely feeling, you felt 
as though you were floating down a stream 
somewhere. We had a couple of dragonflies 
buzzing past us and back out again. You 
definitely feel like you’re one with nature.”

When Mandy and Nigel Keene sold their estate 
agency business they moved with their family to a 
house in the countryside just outside Basingstoke. 

“There was an existing pond already and 
one option was to fill it. But we thought we’ve 
already got enough garden, we don’t need 
to look at more grass, and we really always 
wanted a swimming pool,” says Mandy.

“There were lots of things we wanted to do to 
the house but this was the one thing that we 
felt everybody benefited from,” Nigel says. 

“It’s made a big difference to the way we 
use the garden. Also I think as we are both 
estate agents we looked at this from a slightly 
different perspective. I think a swimming 
pond adds something quite unique about the 
property, and I’m confident that with this 
we’ll get our money back on it.”

On this project we had to excavate and reprofile 
the existing pond. 

Inspiration: “It’s become a very sociable garden”

EXPERIENCE
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Soil type: clay under existing pond
Total area: 120m2 
Swimming area: 11.5m x 7m x 2.4m deep
Access: Shallow end – timber steps. Deep end – ladder off  
existing decking platform.
Duration of build: 8 weeks
Investment: £73,000 + VAT (including prep works and turfing)

“Having the pond has made a big difference 
to the way we use the garden. What was there 
before wrote off a large part of it. Now that 
whole area has become part of the garden 
again. It’s become a very sociable garden.”



Tim Evans owner and managing director.  
Tim co-founded Gartenart in 2003 and has a 
wealth of experience in all aspects of swimming 
pond design, construction, technology and 
project management. He is also a founder 
member of the British Association for Natural 
Swimming Pools and sits on its board.

Frank Drewes head of design and project 
management. Frank is a qualified landscape 
architect with 25 years’ experience in garden 
design and landscape architecture in Italy, 
Germany and the UK. As well as leading the 
design, his project management ensures work  
is carried out smoothly to plan and schedule. 

Since joining us in 2006 Frank has designed 
and overseen more than 100 swimming pond 
projects from start to completion.

As well as English he speaks fluent German, 
Italian and French, and is always closely involved 
in our international projects.

Melina de Biasio is a qualified landscape 
architect, from Argentina, with 7 years of 
experience in the sector and with special interests 
in environmental topics.

She shares responsibility for design and project 
management with Frank in the office, and along 
with Frank she will be your main point of contact 
at the design stage. She is fluent in Spanish.

José Lopez head of construction and 
maintenance. José directs all our on-site activities 
on the ground. He has over 20 years’ experience 
and a wealth of knowledge in hard and soft 
landscaping in the USA and the UK. Since 
joining us in 2007 José has built or overseen  
the construction of around 100 swimming ponds.

Chris Harrison construction foreman. Since 
starting with Gartenart in 2010 Chris has worked 
on the construction of over 50 swimming ponds, 
over half of these as foreman. He is particularly 
experienced in natural pond design projects.

Adrian Zagni maintenance. Adrian carries out all 
our maintenance work as well as being involved  
on the construction side from time to time.  
Since joining us in 2010 he has worked on  
the maintenance and/or construction of over  
60 swimming ponds.

Dean Stark construction foreman.  

Gareth Manning construction foreman.  

Meet the teamTaking the Plunge

IMAGINE
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For more inspiration... please see our website 
for more detailed case studies and photos of 
swimming ponds we have created. You’ll also 
see our latest news and updates.

If you have a question... please call us, email 
us or use the form on the website. We will do 
our best to answer any questions you may have 
about swimming ponds or your specific situation.

To experience the magic of swimming in fresh 
water... join us for a fun and relaxing Saturday 
afternoon at one of our summer swimming pond 
open days. Look out for details on our website 
and in our newsletters.

To book a site visit... we hope we’ve sparked 
your imagination and if you would like to book a 
Design Consultation on site please call or email 
us, and we’ll help make your dream swimming 
pond a reality. 
Tim and the Gartenart team

Call 020 7183 3333

Email info@gartenart.co.uk

Visit www.gartenart.co.uk

Keen to find out more about  
natural swimming ponds? 
Looking for inspiration? 
Want to ask a question or  
book a design consultation? 

Visit our website www.gartenart.co.uk
Or give us a call 020 7183 3333

Want to visit our website  
on your smart phone?  

Simply scan this QR code... 



Studio 105 – Screenworks
22 Highbury Grove
London N5 2EF
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